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Between Cult Leaders Called Koresh

@ Like David Koresh, Cyrus
Teed “Koresh” was obsessed
with the Book of Revelation.

The Washérgron Fost

WACO, Texas — A hibfical
scholar and expert on cults who has
advised federal authorities
the standoff with David Koresh and
his followers believes that Koresh
modeled himzelf after the messanic
leader of altum-nl'-tle-celtm:.r
doomsday cult near Fori Myers,
Fla, who died aiter a violent con-
frontation with a town marshal,

). Phillip Amold, direcoor of Re-
urden lnstitute, 3 billical research
center in Houston, Wednesday
cited striking similarities betwesn

U mﬁr
mer Union Army medical corpsman
in the Civil War who changed his
MM W LyTus leed horestl and
founded 3 religious commune calied
vt noer hebrd of anybody

“Tve never
else calling themselves Koresh be-
fore, and T've bees reading this
stuff for 20 years,” =aid Asmold,
whose mnstitute studies religious
culls and provides counseling for
membirs who leave.

Koresh is Hebrew for Cyrus, the
Perstan king and defender &f the b5
reelites who, zccording to the Book
of Isaiah, was ancinted by God to
crush the Babylonians,

Like Drvid Koresh, who changed
hie meme from Vernon Howell,
Cyrus Tesd “Koresh™ was ob-

.

“Pve naver hoard of
anybody elee caling
themseives Korash before,
and Pve been reading this
shuft for 20 years.”

J. PHILLIP ARMOLD
ditectar of Feurnan irstitu

sessed with the Book of Revelation,
a darkly allegorical work that fore-
tells a series of calamities leading to
the apocalypse. Also like David Ko-
resh, Teed took mistresses al-
theugh he preached that his follow-
ers should e celibate to guarantee
them eternal life, Arnold said.

Like Koresh, Teed taught that
God was an embodiment of both
miale and femabe aid that 1 eed mm-
sell was an incatnation of the Mes-
siah and had experienced a vision
telting him to regather a spiritugl
naljon of 144,000 in preparalion
for the Final Judgment, as re-
counted in Kevelation, Amold said.

Both mixed science with religion,
Diavid Koresh focusing on astrology
and Teed on an egocentric

that viewed the earth 25 a hol-

, concave spiere in which man-
kind lived and looked out onto three
layers of atmosphere, Arnold said.

According to Robert 5. Fogarty
of Antinch College, wio wrote an
imtroduction to Teed's 1898 book,
“The Cellular Cosmology — The

Earth @ Concave Sphere,” Teed
“may have been a unatic, fraud and
: Koresh ki

he was , the whoze

i was not only divine bat
a to cuftivate the earth
and save it for generations.”

cultivated 2,000 acres and built
dormitories, a bakery, laundry,

versy in 1906 because it broke with
its tradition of voting for Demo-
Gldns sLRL bR EL 1w Pk
which mn for county offices on a
platform of redistribution of wealth
and public ownership of utilities.
Arnold said Teed was beaten se-
verely during an argoment with a
town marshal and died 1% years
fater in 1908. Soon after, the colo-
ny, whose members bhad believed
that Teed would Fve forever, dis-
solved, and the land now is part of a
town park called Korash Parke
Arnold said he believed that
David Koresh either had read some
of at least sit books that Cyrus

who had been 2 student of Teed,
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Sticky Note
J. Philip Arnold runs the Reunion Institute.  You can find him at:
http://thereunionministries.com/
Located in Texas.



